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THE CONDEM 2 . 2:17 - 3:8

If you are new or visiting; a

special warm welcome to you.

We trust you enjoy your time
with us.

Today we will behaving  com-
munion. If it isyour practice to par-

INTRODUCTION _ _ _ ticipate in this we welcome you to
From Rom 1:18 — 3:20, Paul systematically deals with the fact that all men have a need, i.e, join with usin celebrating the
the need for a right standing before God. Lord's Supper. If thisisnot your
The Need for Righteousness (Rom.1:18 — 3:20) custom or if you are unsure of what
The Condemnation of the Pagan Man (1:18 — 1:32) to do please just pass the emblems
The Condemnation of the Moral Man (2:1 - 2:16) (bread and wine) to the person next
The Condemnation of the Jewish Man (2:17 — 3:8) to you.

(a) Unable to be helped by the law (2:17-24)
(b) Unable to be helped by circumcision (2:24-27)
(c) Unable to be helped by nationality (2:28-3:8)
- Because God’s call necessitates a change of heart (2:28,29)
- Because God'’s character necessitates consistency of judgement (3:1- 8)

Having considered the pagan man and the moral man, Paul now turns his attention to the
Jewish man — what is his circumstance? After all, doesn’t the Jew have a special covenantal
relationship with God, isn’t he the recipient of the Law and the promises? Doesn’t he have
a special claim on God’s favour? In today’s passage, Paul systematically demolishes any
and all such arguments.

UNABLE TO BE HELPED BY THE LAW (2:17 — 24)

Paul opens with the phrase, “Now if you call yourself a Jew ---*, and then gives a list of five
qualities that the Jew of his day typically used to assert his moral superiority over others:
“if you rely on the law” (given to them by God), “and brag about your relationship with
God” (e.g., special covenants), “if you know his will” (revealed in His word), “and approve
what is superior because you are instructed in the law” (spiritually superior knowledge
standards), “if you are convinced that you are a guide for the blind ---- because you have
the law, the embodiment of truth and knowledge”. Having listed these five benefits, he
then accuses them of inexcusable hypocrisy.

He sums up his argument in v.23 — the Jew brags about the law, but then dishonours God
by breaking it!

Paul then quotes from Isaiah 52:5 to confirm the matter —their own prophets spoke of this
Jewish hypocrisy, both as breakers of the letter of the law and of the spirit of the law.

Adherence to a written code, of any description, cannot and will not put anyone in right
standing with God!!

UNABLE TO BE HELPED BY CIRCUMCISION (2:25 - 27)

The Covenant of Circumcision was given to Abraham in Genesis 17:1-14. God’s promise
was:

To make Abraham the father of many nations.

To give his descendents the land of Canaan and to be their God.

For their part, every Jewish male was to be circumcised on the 8th day after birth.

This covenant had both a physical and spiritual element to it. It was a physical sign and seal
of God’s covenant with Abraham’s physical descendents. God would be God to Israel and
He would give them the land of Canaan.

The Jew, however, saw his circumcision as a rite of passage that somehow possessed inher-
ent virtue or merit of its own. Not so, says Paul, using a theoretical argument. Circumci-
sion only has value if you keep the whole law. To fail at one point, however, is to become
guilty of all of it (James 2:10). Since no one is able to keep the whole law, (c.f., the early
part of Romans 2), the Jew is as helpless as the gentile. See Gal.6:15 for Paul’s conclusion.
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UNABLE TO BE HELPED BY NATIONALITY (2:28 — 3:8)

(A) Because God’s call necessitates a change of heart (2:28, 29)
Paul now builds upon his previous argument to make the point that a man’s physical lineage (i.e.,
as a circumcised Jew) will not and cannot lead to God’s acceptance and praise. A man is seen as
praiseworthy in God’s sight when the CHANGE is SPIRITUAL AND INWARD not PHYSICAL AND OUT-
WARD. The Jewish man could not argue that he did not know — for this principle was spelled in
the law and the prophets, c.f., Deut.10:16; 30:6; Jer.4:4.
Because God’s character necessitates consistency of judgement (3:1- 8)
In this passage, Paul asks three questions, giving an answer to each.
1. What advantage, then, is there in being a Jew, or what value is there in circumcision?
Answer: Much is every way! First of all, they have been entrusted with the very
words of God”.
2. What if some did not have faith? Will their lack of faith nullify God’s faithfulness?
Answer: No way! God’s faithfulness to His eternal promises is not contingent upon
our faithfulness. He will remain true though every last man be a liar.
3. If our unrighteousness brings out God’s righteousness more clearly, what shall we
say? That God is unjust in bring his wrath on us?
Answer: Noway! That would require God to overlook sin —and if he did that for one
person, how could he possibly judge the world. He would be inconsistent.

CONCLUDING THOUGHTS

1. Are our lives consistent with our profession of faith? Do the non-Christians about us, look at our lives with respect and marvel at
what they see, or do they see hypocrisy?

2. Do we place any reliance at all upon our baptism (or some other action) to bring us into a right standing before God? If so, aban-
don it NOW!

3. Has each one of us seen inward change — a change of heart?

4. Don't be despondent in the face of failure, God’s faithfulness IS NOT contingent upon our faithfulness.
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