THE CORNERSTONE

WWW.CORNERSTONECITY.ORG.NZ

22nd June 2008

. HIS RETURN =
OB Genesis 32

JAC 1 -33:20

INTRODUCTION

The context for the events we read about today is found in Gen. 31:3, Go back to the
land of your fathers and to your relatives, and | will bewith you” . Asthis journey
unfolds, we will seefurther evidence both of Jacob’s life change and of God's grace
toward him.

HISSTRUGGLE WITH FEAR (32:1-32:21)

v.1,2 “ Jacob also went on hisway and the angels of God met him. ----.
named that place Mahanaim“

There are only two occasions when the scriptures record a meeting between Jacob
and angels — thefirst at Bethel = house of God, on his way out of Cannan (28:10-22)
and now, at Mahanaim = “two camps” on his way back. Both meetings servethe
same purpose, i.e., to assure him of God’s protection and accompaniment.

v.3-8. When we last met Esau, he lived in Beersheba (28:10). He has now moved
about 60 km SE to the country of Edom — aland that his descendents will subse-
quently populate. Jacob’s message to Esau is well chosen, “ Your servant Jacob ----
now | am sending this message to my lord that | might find favour in your eyes’ .
These are the words of a man who is much different in character from the man who
left Canaan 20 year years earlier. He has learnt the wisdom of the soft word, the wis-
dom of deference, and the redlity of what it means to be humbled, (Prov.15:1;
Prov.16:18).

So he

Jacob is enveloped by fear and is deeply distressed to hear that his brother is coming
to meet him with 400 men.

v.9-12 Inthe midst of hisfear Jacob prays what in many waysit is a model prayer for

the distressed of heart.
He reminds the Lord both of His command and of His promise.
He acknowledges his unworthiness.
Hereflects upon God' s faithfulness.
He prays for deliverance.
He again reminds the Lord of His promise.

v.13-21 Jacob now prepares a princely gift (a minhah) of livestock for his brother
(550 animalsin all, 490 of which werefemale). The 30 female camels were particu-
larly valuable, being a principal part of theriches for any arab. This, however, was
more than a gift, it was restitution! Restitution must occur before we have a claim on
the mercy of God.

HISSTRUGGLE WITH GOD (32:22-32)

Perhaps fearing a night attck, Jacob sends his wives and sons and remaining posses-
sionsto thefar side of the Jabbok River (atributary of the Jordan River about 24 km
north of the Dead Seq), and camps alone. That night an event occurs that will be a
turning point in hislife. Whilethere is much we don’'t know or understand, we do
know:

That at some point during the night a protagonist comes into his camp and
wrestles with Jacob. Hosea 12:4 calls this protagonist both an “angel”
and God.

When this divine messenger finds that he and Jacob are locked in an impasse,
he uses supernatural power to wrench Jacob’s hip. Despite thisinjury,
Jacob refuses to let go until heis assured of God's blessing.

It is significant that when Jacob seeks his blessing, the man says to Jacob,
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If you are new or visiting; a
special warm welcome to you.
We trust you enjoy your time
with us.

Today we will behaving  com-
munion. If it isyour practice to par-
ticipate in this we welcome you to
join with usin celebrating the
Lord's Supper. If thisisnot your
custom or if you are unsure of what
to do please just pass the emblems
(bread and wine) to the person next
to you.
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“What is your name?” for namereveals nature!! Jacob is given a new name,
“lsrad” —* he struggles with God [and with men and have overcome]” .

What do we learn from this event?

Some of the struggles of life are designed by the Lord himself in order to advance
His purposesin us. They not only come with His authority, but they come
with specific purposein mind. While, at the time, we might fedl, isolation,
darkness, fear, powerlessness, vulnerability, exhaustion and scarring, God
grants the corresponding divine gifts of conversion, faith, courage, surrender,
endurance and transformation.

Jacob has cometo realise that the real source of blessing rests not in deceit and per-
sonal trickery, nor in his own power, but a dependence upon God himself.

We are reminded of an even greater struggle that occurred in the Garden of Geth-
semane. Jesus, like Jacob, emerged, intent upon doing His Father’s will.
When the crisis of faith passes we will be changed by it, marked by it and per-
haps limping because of it. BUT we can move forward from the encounter to
new place of intimacy and knowledge of the Father. The sun will rise again!

HISMEETING WITH ESAU (33:1-20)
As Jacob sees Esau approaching he organises his family according to their importance to
him. He goes on ahead, and in a mark of servitude, bows seven times as he approaches his
brother. “ But Esau ran to meet Jacob and embraced him; he threw his arms around his neck and kissed him.
And they wept.” What aremarkable event!
A welcome that reveals forgiveness, grace, and love— almost areminder of the return of the prodigal son!!
The hurts of the past have been buried.

Esau now asks two questions:
“Who arethese with you?” he asked. Crossref. Jacob’sreply with | Cor. 4:7.
“What do you mean by all these droves | met?” While Esau at first declines the gift, Jacob insists on his
accepting it - he thus shares the blessing given to him by the Lord!
Esau offers to accompany Jacab - apparently to hishomein Seir (c.f., 33:14). Here again Jacob stumbles in that:
Hefails to state histrueintention. Hislater actions reveal that he gave excuses as a subterfuge to avoid
doing what Esau had suggested.
Hefails to refer to the explicit command of God to return, “to the land of your fathers’, i.e., to Canaan.

Esau now travels South and returns to Seir while Jacob turns westward and travels to Shechem where he purchases
aplot of land for 100 pieces of silver and sets up an ater that he calls, “El Elohe Isradl”, i.e., the God of Israd.

TAKEAWAYS

1. God not only protects his children, but accompanies them through the hardships, trials and sufferings of life.

2. Effective prayer recognizes our unworthiness, reflects upon God's faithfulness, and rests upon the promises of
God.

3. Restitution is not just an option, it is an obligation.

4. Thegreat struggles of life are not given to overwhelm us, but to lead us to a greater dependence upon the One
who loves and cares for His children. They are designed to lead us to anew place of knowledge and intimacy with
our heavenly Father.

The hurts of the past are to be forgiven and not harboured. They areto be buried.
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