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If you are new or visiting; a
special warm welcome to you.
We trust you enjoy your time
with us.

ON THE FRONT LINES OF MINISTRY bt apluadilc Mbedlsl

ticipate in this we welcome you to
From the time Charles M. Tanner Iounded CI,D in 1963, the stated goal was simple: “To turn the world join with usin celebrating the
upside-right f(_)r _Chrlst inour time”. And that’s always forme(_j the core of our work. _It wasin 1988 that Lord’s Supper. If thisisnot your
the present Mission Statement was formul ated (you can read it to the right of this article), as a means of .

. PR - : . custom or if you are unsure of what
encapsul ating the specific aims of our ministry. Here we hope to give you a view of those, borne out to do ol st th bl
through comments from our audiences and from touring and non-touring CPers. 0 do piease Just pass the embiems

(bread and wine) to the person next
Covenant Player Kevin Gourlay writes from South Americain 2005. "Encouragement and rest are vital, to you.
and trusting each member of the unit to live their call isvital. People fail constantly, but we are perfect-
ing our failures. Lifeislearning how to fail correctly. | am dowly learning how to let God be God and
just listen to Him. | have found myself wanting to get al swept up in the idea of spiritual warfare. | still
have this deeply rooted desireto be a hero, but the battle | have to fight is shutting my mouth to listen. |
don't win that one very much. It seems like the whole mission has been finding the blessing at the end of
the day when we are all tired and longing for rest. Thereisthat little push and we can begin to seethe

eagle'swings."

Lessons such asthese are common fare for CPers. Day by day dependence on the Lord is the hallmark of
our mission. Jesus calls His followers to “go and make disciples of al people’. That call can take many
different forms. In our case as Covenant Players, it’sto travel the world over, bringing powerful, life-
changing dramato challenge Christians and non-Christians alike to think more deeply about how they
livetheir lives.

Let’stakealook at CP s mission statement in detail: “ To communicate the Lord Jesus through the me-
dium of drama...” From amember of the congregation at Fall River Baptist Church, Fall River, MA. “|
want you to know this was a direct blessing from God, especialy that play on forgiveness... | really
needed that this morning. Just yesterday | was hurt very badly by someone... and I'm really struggling to
forgive her. | didn’t want to get up this morning, didn’t feel like coming to church, but I'm so glad | did.
| needed to hear that message.”

The plays of Charles M. Tanner, ‘ Chuck’, cover awide range of themes, allowing usto servein settings
that are inaccessible to ‘ church’ groups, such as public schools, military facilities, nursing homes, even
business seminars. Performing as we do, without backdrops, elaborate furnishings or costumes, the focus
is on the relationships - people interacting with one another and with their faith. Chuck’ s vision was to
make it possible for four Covenant Players to come together from different corners of the world and be
able to perform together in amoment’s notice.

That vision isareality today. As Chuck once put it: “We are here for Christ’s sake; dramais what we
do.” “To go where the people are...” CPer Joe Medley writing from northern Germany in 2003. “We had
agreat Easter Sunday performance - very unique. It was a Pentecostal church with an American pastor
and a congregation made up of people from more than a dozen countries! The service was bilingual, and
they also had an interpreter over headphones into Portuguese! For the service, we performed two playsin
English and one in German, with bilingua introductions and summariesin German and English. It was-
n't easy keeping track of which language we were using then, but it went great. It was our first time here
- I'm sure thefirst of many!”

Today, CPis blessed to be ableto perform in over 50 countries and in 10 different languages. Hours
spent on theroad, in vans, small planes, ferry boats, buses, trains, even on foot - it's al done with one
thought in mind: to bring the challenges of the plays wherever they are needed.

CPer Jan McGinniswrote from Virginiain 2005. “We had been praying about Thanksgiving, and the
thought came to me that we needed to be seeking some place to serve the community - a soup kitchen or
something like that. So we contacted the Salvation Army, where we were to be that week, to seeif there
was any way we could serve them. The officer in charge, whose name (I kid you not) was Mgor Mira-
cle, was excited about the idea - they do a Thanksgiving dinner from 11 amto 1 pm, and he invited usto
do an hour’s program during that time. They couldn’t sponsor the program themselves, but we phoned
one of the Methodist churches we know in the area and asked if they would be willing to. The pastor
didn’t even hesitate, and said that the check would be ready for us whenever we came by to pick it up -
and offered office and rehearsal space aswell. So we're excited to see the Lord guiding and providing!”
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Through the aid of performance sponsorship, CP has been able to extend service to parts of the community
largely left untouched, such as rehabilitation centres, homel ess shelters, prisons, even schools facing drastic
budget cuts. With over 3500 plays in our repertoire, we seek to help the leadership of each organization accom-
plish what they have set out to do.

Non-touring CPer Peter Iversen writes about one of CP' sfirst toursin Europe, in 1973. “As we started out
across northern Wales the clutch in the car went out. We had no money so we just pushed on. Every time we hit
atraffic circle we had to slow down and stal the car, then | would start it againin first gear... It wasalong trip
- but with only 16p we had little choice. As we got to the Army Depot there was one more hill to climb. |
floored out the little car and sped mightily up the hill only to be met with atraffic light that was red. | stopped. |
couldn’t get the care started in first gear while it was dragging itself and us uphill... So we backed the car down
through the traffic and tried again. Once again we got to the top and hit the light. Thankfully some passerby
took pity on us and helped us push the car through the intersection and into the Post.

“We had a wonderful series of performances at the Army Depot. A helicopter mechanic found a new clutch for
our car and installed it for a cost of 5 pounds (about $12.50 at the time). We had earned enough from that one
performance to cover the cost of the repairs and the transport back to Germany... The military work during that
year and for the next increased dramatically. We got into severa churchesin Britain and even were ableto get
to Greece and Holland to perform for the English speaking communitiesthere. As | sit and write this - each
place | think of conjures up a memory and a story of the Lord’ s provision. With our persistence and a sense of
adventure that He encouraged - the Lord provided for our every need. The more we tried, the more He did - the
more He did, the more we tried - and so it went, throughout this wonderfully blessed mission of the Lord filled
year.”

International Director Bobbi Johnson-Tanner writing to the CP body in 1994 “I had no idea what | wasin store for when | asked Himinto
my life. | had no ideawhat commitment was; commitment - like love and forgiveness and suffering - were but afew of the many things the
Lord Himself made out to teach me, once | was His. | had no ideawhat covenant meant... no ideawhat ‘my end’ of covenant would en-
tal... “

As | muse over my past choices, | am grateful that my Lord, the One and Only God, made covenant with me. Before | had any knowledge or
concept of Him, long before | was ‘ mature enough’ to make such aprofound promise with my life, He received my commitment and gave
me His. My Jesus received me, amere infant in spiritual terms, and set to work to teach me everything about this life of the cross. | feel
more ‘at the beginning’ than | ever have, more new, more ‘empty to be filled’. And asthe Lord enables me to break out of my worldly
prison, | see more choices before me.” “To love each other and those we serve... In covenant with God and one another, we dedicate our-
selves...” hitp://www.covenantplayers.org/newd ettersCALLING_ALL_DISCIPLES 043007.pdf
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