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A Bride fo
r Isaac 

Genesis 24
 

 

This delightful story of the quest of Abraham’s servant for a bride for Isaac has many insights 

and applications for us today. Do you believe that “marriages are made in heaven”? Is there 

someone specially chosen by God for you? This chapter gives weight to the idea but we need 

to see the principles extending beyond the “life partner” quest to many other aspects of deci-

sions we make. 

 

Last week, we reviewed 2 tests of faith the Abraham faced. 

 1. A Test of Obedience Ch 22 – God told him to do something that 

seemed out of character -to offer Isaac his only son as a sacrifice on an altar. Abraham obeyed 

but was stopped at the critical moment. Even though the request did not make sense, he 

obeyed and his faith grew as a result. For us, we need to obey God’s word, revealed in the 

Bible if our faith is to grow, even though it may not make sense and be against the cultural 

norms. 

 2. A Test of Trust Ch 23 – The death of Sarah was a sudden and sad 

situation for Abraham as he mourned for her and prepared to bury her. When unexpected cir-

cumstances occur in our lives, we naturally will grieve and may, like Job, question God’s 

goodness. Events over which we have no control may test our faith but they are part of human 

experience. Do we still trust God when facing such a test? 

 3. A Test of Wisdom Ch 24 – When we face situations where we do 

have a choice, we need to make good decisions. How do you go about making critical deci-

sions in your life? Where do we turn for wisdom? Proverbs reminds us the “The fear of the 

Lord is the beginning of wisdom” (Prov 9:10). Many of us have made bad decisions leading to 

regrettable consequences.  Just because we are Christians does not negate the principle that 

“Whatever a man sows, that shall he reap” (Gal 6:7). We need God’s wisdom if we are to 

make good decisions and live a full and enjoyable life. Although this chapter deals with a spe-

cific issue, the principles can equally apply to any decisions we make. 

 

This long chapter can be subdivided into a number of sections 

 The Mission – v1-9 The death of Isaac’s mother focused attention on the need 

for a bride for Isaac. Some issues were clear to Abraham. First, she should not come from 

Canaanite culture. Secondly, Isaac was not to leave this promised land. These were clearly 

established principles born from the wisdom of years of experience of Isaac’s father. Further-

more, he believed that God’s angel would go before to prepare the young woman God had 

chosen for Isaac. 

 The Mediator – v10-14 Abraham’s trusted servant was given the serious task of 

choosing a bride. Imagine the responsibility! How would you feel? He made good preparation 

for the journey and travelled 600km back to Nahor arriving one evening. And then he prayed. 

He did not depend on his own wisdom but sought God’s help as he faced a very difficult deci-

sion. He asks for a sign that will identify the one chosen. Can we ask God for such guidance? 

 The Maiden – v15-27 When Rebekah was approached by a strange man who 

asked for a drink, she obliged. But she then took the initiative to offer a drink to the camels as 

well, not realizing what the man was looking for. She demonstrated a natural kindness beyond 

her obligations. The servant bowed in worship before God and gave her gifts and asked about 

lodgings. 

 The Meeting – v28-49 The servant retells the story of his master Abraham, ex-

plaining the task he has been given to find a bride for the promised son from the people of this 

area. He then goes over the details of all that happened at the well particularly including his 

acknowledgement of God as the reason for his being there. 

 The Moment – v50-61 Eventually, there is a moment of decision. For Rebekah, it 

is also a test of faith. She with the family have listened to the servant’s story and they ac-

knowledge God’s hand in it. “Will you go with this man?” She needs to make a very impor-

tant decision. She has seen the evidence of her potential husband’s status and heard of God’s 

hand in his life and she has the support of her family. And so she replies “I will go.” 

 The Marriage – v62-66 Rebekah travels back to a new home in a foreign land. 

 
Today  

• Speaker Ross Pettigrew 

• JCF 5.00pm 
 

Friday Kids Club  
  

• Kids Club for Year 3 - Year 7 
Thursday 6:30pm - 7:30pm 
Wray Street Youth Hall 
For more information contact:-
Hamish Smith, (03) 4739547 

 

Next Week 
 

Sunday John Hannah 
 

Crèche Roster  
• April 20 Vicki Halford  

 Rosie Pettigrew 
April 27 Sarah McIlroy
 Jennifer Pettigrew 

 
Thursday 1st May 

• Meeting to pray and plan for the 
outreach opportunities. All Wel-
come, meet at the  Symons, 211 
Ravensbourne Road. 

• If you would like to assist with 
the purchase of Bible for this 
outreach please make an ear 
marked gift in the collection. 

 

Prayer  
 

Please Pray for PNG 
A massive landslide between Kun-
diawa and Chuave — some 2 
hours drive east of the Christian 
Leader’s Training College, closed 
the highlands highway last Satur-
day 12th April. The present esti-
mates suggest it could be a full 
month before it will be open again 
to normal traffic. 
Let us pray it will be open a lot 
sooner. 

 

If you are new or visiting; a 

special warm welcome to you. 

We trust you enjoy your time 

with us. 
 

Today we will be having      com-

munion. If it is your practice to par-

ticipate in this we welcome you to 

join with us in celebrating the 

Lord’s Supper. If this is not your 

custom or if you are unsure of what 

to do please just pass the emblems 

(bread and wine) to the person next 

to you. 
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Any notices for the church newsletter should be sent to Ron Jack at ron@sclsolutions.com or call 467-2024 

before Thursday night!  

Imagine what she spoke about to the servant along the way. What is he like? What will the new 

home be like? And what was Isaac’s response to meeting his bride? He loved her. 

 

There are 3 applications of this story for us 

1. A picture of God’s search for the bride for Christ   
These “picture” stories from the Old Testament are often called “types” and are like the parables 

Jesus told. Abraham (the Father) is looking for a bride (the church) for his son (Jesus) so sends the 

trusted servant (the Holy Spirit) to look for her. We must be careful not to read some elements of the 

story into the picture. For example, it is not our good deeds that get us selected for the Bible tells us 

we were chosen in Christ before the foundation of the world. But now we are journeying to our new 

home. One of the Holy Spirit’s functions is to reveal Christ to us as we travel home. And we antici-

pate the joy of meeting the one who loved us unto death. 

 

2. An example for young people looking for a life partner  
Do you believe that God has someone special for you? Does God really send angels before to pre-

pare someone? Or is that only for the “Abrahams” of this world? In one sense, it is only for 

“Abrahams”, meaning men and women of faith. That is why cultivating faith in God is so important 

for young people. Jesus one said to a man, “According to your faith be it done to you”. If you trust 

God in this important decision to bring the one he is preparing for you, he will do it. If you do think 

you can do it on your own, and that you can ask God to bless what you decide, then don’t blame 

God for the consequences. This does not mean that you will have a perfect marriage, but you will be 

confident that while you remain dependent on him, it will be for his honour and glory. 

Other important principles in this passage are taking the advice of others, looking for kindness in the 

partner and the importance of keeping your purity in courtship. Do you pray “Lord, keep the one you are keeping for me”? 

 

3. Principles for making important decisions 
What principles about making important decisions have you learnt from this passage? 

 

1. 

 

2. 

 

3. 

 

4. 

 

 

Lessons for today 
Is God testing my faith by watching what I do and where I go for guidance in my difficult decisions? 

How do I stand up to God’s test of wisdom today? 

Small Groups 
 

Tuesday 
• Ladies Home Group - see  

Laura Hannah 473-7954  
 
 

• Mornington Home Group - see Jona-
than Gauntlett 453-4195  

 

 

• Central Home Group - see Steve 
Clark 479-2070  
 
 

• Brockville Home Group - see  
Geoffrey Stewart 476-7888 

   

Thursday 
• Pine Hill Home Group - see  

John Hannah 473-7954  
 

• JCF Home Group - see Gideon 
Chang 488-2118 

 

Friday 
• Friday morning Home Group - see 

Bethney Stewart 476-7888 
 
 

Prayer Groups 
 

Thursday 
• All Saints main church building from 

5:15pm 
 

Sunday 

• All Saints Hall from 8:30am  

 

 

NOTICES 

⇒ Logosdor children's ministry, containing a special Max 7 issue with up to date news plus a catalogue of Biblical DVD's for children, 
an information flier with a resources sheet plus a covering letter.   Details from Alan Knight. 

⇒ Creation Ministries International, extensive catalogue of books and DVD's, plus registration form for Creation Supercamp Mon 5 to 
Friday 9th January 2009 in Victoria Australia plus other details.   Details and registration form from Alan Knight. 

 

1. "Farewell to Jonathon and Debra and Jessica Gauntlett",  Sunday 27th April everyone is invited to a potluck 

lunch at Wray St chapel following the Sunday morning service. Please bring food and drink to share . Enquiries 

or offers of help with the lunch details welcome. Ring Bethney 4767888  

2. The contact and prayer list for the church is being updated; please see Laura Hannah to check if your details 

are correct before it is printed and distributed.  If you are new and would like to be included, please add your 

name and other info.  

3. It's Secret Encourager time again!  Recently names were revealed from last year, and we're signing up for a new 

year.  All the women in the church - teenagers on up - are welcome and encouraged to participate.  You will be 

given the name of someone to pray for and encourage throughout the year, and your name will be given to some-

one to do the same for you!  Please see Catherine Pettigrew or Laura Hannah for a yellow form telling you all 

about it.  As you bless another, you'll find yourself blessed!   
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