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Genesis Chapter 20  

v. 1 - “And Abraham journey from there toward the south country, and dwelled be-
tween Kadesh and Shur, and sojourned in Gerar.” 
 
Abraham has left the plains of Mamre where it appears that he dwelt for some 20 
years or more. (Gen 13:18; 18:1. The reckoning of years depends upon the time be-
tween the events of chapters 12 and 13 - it may have been shorter.) He has left a 
region primarily settled by Amorites (14:13) and Hittites (23:10-18) for the south coun-
try, at this point governed by Philistines (cf. Gen. 21:34). He has passed this way 
once before, on his way to and from Egypt (12:10), but for the most part this is unfa-
miliar territory and relatively unfamiliar government, perhaps even culture (20:11). 
You see, the Philistines were of Egyptian descent (Gen. 10:13-14) while the Amorites 
and Hittites, and the rest of Canaan, were of Canaanitish descent (Gen. 10:15-17). 
The name Abimelech (“Molech is father” is the most common rendering), which is 
most likely a title and not a proper name, however, is Semitic, not Egyptian. So per-
haps the Philistines have tried to “mix” with their neighbours, or this may be an He-
braic rendering of an early Egyptian title. Either way, Abraham has gone from a place 
where he had friends (Gen. 23:15, or was at least on friendly terms with his 
neighbours) and which was ruled by a sort of “eldership” (Gen. 23:3-16; cf. the Hivites 
of Shechem, Gen. 34:20-24), to an area where he was unknown for the most part and 
which was ruled by a king.  
 
The Philistines were originally of the land of Caphtor, in Lower Egypt, around the Nile 
Delta (see Jeremiah 47:4; Amos 9:7). There appear to have been successive migra-
tions of Philistines beginning at least before or concurrent with Abraham’s time (ca. 
2000-1800 BC). (See also Deut. 2:23) Modern criticism has attempted to show that 
the 
mention of Philistines here in Genesis, in the time of Abraham, is anachronistic - that 
is, the Philistines did not arrive in Canaan until much later (ca. 1200 BC), hence this 
is an editorial flaw and proves the Bible’s historical inaccuracy. However, archaeologi-
cal evidence 
has proven the link between at least one king who dwelt in the “land of the Philis-
tines”, as the Bible puts it, and the homeland of Caphtor as early as the 18th century 
BC. 
 
v. 7 - This is the first time the word prophet is used in the Bible. 
 
Chapter 21: 
 
v. 1-3 - Notice the 3-fold repetition: “The LORD visited Sarah as he had said, and the 
LORD did unto Sarah as he had spoken. For Sarah conceived, and bare Abraham a 
son in his old age, at the set time of which God had spoken to him.” * God is not 
forgetful! (Psalm 138:2) 
v. 5 - Abraham was 25 years coming to this point. (Gen. 12:1-4. And it may actually 
have been longer since Stephen tells us God appeared to Abraham before Haran, in 
Ur. 
 
Since we don’t know how long Abraham dwelt at Haran, it is really at least 25 years 
coming from the promise to this point... it may be 30 or more.)  
 
v. 9-11 - Ishmael is somewhere around 16 years old, having been born when Abra-
ham was 86 (Gen. 16:16) and now Isaac is weaned, which would probably have been 
when he was about 3. 
 
The idea of mocking expressed here cropped up 2 chapters ago in 19:14 when Lot’s 
sons-in-law thought he was joking about destruction coming upon Sodom (same He-

 
Today  

• Speaker Andrew Stopyra 
 
 

Next Week 
 
Thursday 3rd April 

• Meeting to pray and plan for the 
outreach opportunities. 
All Welcome, meet at the  
Symons, 211 Ravensbourne 
Road. 
 

Friday 4th April  
Youth Group  

• Year 8 - Year 13 
Wii and XBox Night 
Friday 4 April at 7:00pm 
Smiths, 36 Hillary Street, Pine 
Hill 

  
• Group for Year 3 - Year 7 

Starts Thursday 10 April 
Wray Street Youth Hall 
More details next Sunday 

 
Sunday Andrew Stopyra 

 
 

Crèche Roster  
• March 30: Debra Gauntlett.  

April  6 Lauryn Eaton.
 Courtney Stewart 

 

Prayer Requests 
Please continue to pray for Rich-
ard & Connie Goodall, Japan. 
Connie continues in hospital 
having radiation and other treat-
ment. Pray for Richard as he 
supports her while she is in hos-
pital. 
Shane & Rene Wildermoth, 
Philippines, thank you for your 
continued prayers regarding 
Shane’s health. 

 
If you are new or visiting; a 

special warm welcome to you. 
We trust you enjoy your time 

with us. 
 

Today we will be having      com-
munion. If it is your practice to par-
ticipate in this we welcome you to 

join with us in celebrating the 
Lord’s Supper. If this is not your 

custom or if you are unsure of what 
to do please just pass the emblems 
(bread and wine) to the person next 

to you. 
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Any notices for the church newsletter should be sent to Ron Jack at ron@sclsolutions.com or call 467-2024 
before Thursday night!  

brew word). The divine power is held in contempt and the promise made commonplace. 
 
Nevertheless, this being the case, Abraham still felt a sincere love for his son - for he had 
13 years with him when there was no Isaac. 
 
v. 14-19 - This is very similar to ch. 16, when Hagar fled from Sarah shortly after Ishmael 
was born. The first time the Lord found her by a well (16:7), this time he opens her eyes to 
one (v. 19). The mercy of God is very great upon Hagar the Egyptian and upon her son, 
who is likewise not of the covenant of promise to Abraham. God had instructed Hagar to 
name the child Ishmael (16:11; which means “God shall hear”) because he had “heard her 
affliction” the first time. Now we see God hearing Ishmael (v. 17). Like unto Sarah in v. 1-2, 
so here God is faithful to his word. 
 
v. 22-34 - A second interaction with Abimelech. 
The seven ewe lambs are thought to be either a purchase price for the well or a means of 
attesting to a promise - a pledge. The use of “sevens” in pledging amongst the Arabians is 
attested to in Herodotus and could be what is happening here, though in a more simple 
way than he records. It could be as straightforward as a gift that would also be a ‘subtle’ 
reminder to Abimelech of just who owned the well! Either way, as wells were precious to 
those living in the desert (especially those living the Bedouin life of a nomad), Abraham 
wants there to be no misunderstanding as to whom this one belongs. 
 
The “grove” or “tamarisk tree” of v. 33 is thought by some to be an oak. Planting groves of 
trees was a good idea in a hot climate, to provide shade for duties outdoors as well as a 
place to relax. It is thought that they began for quite simple uses such as these, eventually became well-known 
locations where parties could rendezvous and conduct business, and in the process of time likewise became 
places where religious ceremonies were conducted and sacrifices made. By the time the Israelites returned from 
Egypt (around 400 years later) it appears groves were synonymous with pagan idolatry and ritual, and the children 
of Israel were commanded to destroy those which had been setup by the Canaanites. (Deut. 7:5; 12:1-3) They 
were not permitted to plant groves near the altar of the LORD either (Deut. 16: 21-22), in imitation of the nations 
the LORD would drive out before them. 

Small Groups 
 

Tuesday 
• Ladies Home Group - see  

Laura Hannah 473-7954  
 
 

• Mornington Home Group - see Jona-
than Gauntlett 453-4195  

 
 

• Central Home Group - see Steve 
Clark 479-2070  
 
 

• Brockville Home Group - see  
Geoffrey Stewart 476-7888 

   

Thursday 
• Pine Hill Home Group - see  

John Hannah 473-7954  
 

• JCF Home Group - see Gideon 
Chang 488-2118 

 

Friday 
• Friday morning Home Group - see 

Bethney Stewart 476-7888 
 
 

Prayer Groups 
 

Thursday 
• All Saints main church building from 

5:15pm 
 

Sunday 
• All Saints Hall from 8:30am  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTICES 
 

1. Flier promoting 'New Zealand and Beyond' conference 08 in Auckland April 3 - 5th. 
2. Brochures promoting 'The Cross and Crescent' conference in Christchurch 6 - 7 June; Palmerston North 10-11th 

June and Hamilton 13-14th June 2008 regarding the challenge of Islam to Christianity. See notice board or Alan 
Knight for details. 

3. Brochures and registration forms for 'Kidsreach', National Children's Ministry conference in Hamilton 22 - 
15th May 2008. This conference will be held at the Gateway Christian Centre, Hamilton. See notice board or 
Alan Knight for further details and registration forms. 

4. Secret Encouragers - 3:30 to 4:30 this afternoon, at Laura Hannah's home, 11 Carlton St., N.E. Valley.  Come 
and discover who's been "secretly" praying for you this year!  All women, teenagers on up, are welcome to come 
along, even if they weren't involved over the past year.  We'll be starting all over again soon, so if you'd like to 
be a part, do come. 

5. General church invite to Kent and Hannah's wedding on the 19th April, ceremony at 3:30. Caversham Baptist 
Church, afternoon tea to follow. 
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