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INTRODUCTION

In Gen.15:1-16:15 an inviolable covenant was established with Abram — not only
would Abram have a son, but he would be given possession of Canaan. Abram be-
lieved God and on this basis was considered righteous. Faith in the promises of God,
for all time, for all peoples, has always been the basis upon which men and women
are returned to a right relationship with God. For those who believe, sin, past, present
and future, is wiped out.

Astime passed, Abram and Sarai still had no son and heir and thus sought their own
solution to the problem. They arranged for Abram to father a son (Ishmael) through
Hagar (Sarai’s maidservant). After 13 years of silence from God, years of a house-
hold filled with bitterness, rivalry, and resentment, God reconfirms his earlier prom-
ise.

By WORD (17:1-8)

“1 am God Almighty, walk before me and be blameless. | will confirm my covenant
between me and you and will greatly increase your numbers’. Thisisthefirst OT
use of the phrase“El Shaddai” - aname that means powerful and mighty, onewho is
able to supply abundantly. Thecall istowalk blamelessly (i.e.,, be holy) before him —
cf., | Pet.1:15,16.

Note the four elements of the covenant that he confirms

“You will be the father of many nations’ (v.3). His new namewasto bea
perpetual reminder of this..

“1 will make you very fruitful; 1 will make nations of you and kings will come
fromyou” (v.5,6)

“1 will establish my covenant as an everlasting covenant between me an you
and your descendents for the generations to come, to be your God —
“(v.7)

“ The whole land of Canaan, ---, | will give as an everlasting possession to
you and your descendents after you, and | will be their God” . (v.8)

By SIGN (17:9-27)
“You areto undergo circumcision, and it will be a sigh of the covenant between me
and you.” (v.10)

The practise of circumcision is here given new meaning — it was to be the physical
mark of this covenant.

Are Christian males, as spiritual descendents of Abraham, required to be circum-
cised? No, because (a) The covenant was between God and Abraham and his physi-
cal descendents —we are not Jews, and (b) It symbalised alife that was to belived
under, and measured by the Mosaic law (c.f., Galatians 2:3-5; 5:1,2). Bedieversin
Jesus Christ are free from the demands of the law.

v.15,16 God how promises a son Sarah. Abraham not only laughs in disbelief, but
then, in an act of defiance, asks that Ishmael (the fatal consequences of his own disbe-
lief), might be the one through whom the promised blessings flow. God'sreply isan
emphatic, “ No”.” Abraham will have a son to be called, Isaac, meaning, ‘helaughs’ .
Note how Paul, in Gal. 3 and 4, uses these eventsto illustrate crucial spiritual truth.
We observe:

That Abraham had periods of disbelief, weakness, and even defiance. He sought to
hold on to Ishmael, the product of his own disobedience.

firmed (Genesl

COVENANTS
s17:1- 18:15)

If you are new or visiting; a
special warm welcome to you.
We trust you enjoy your time
with us.

Today we will behaving  com-
munion. If it isyour practice to par-
ticipate in this we welcome you to
join with usin celebrating the
Lord's Supper. If thisisnot your
custom or if you are unsure of what
to do please just pass the emblems
(bread and wine) to the person next
to you.
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The name chosen for his son (Isaac) was a perpetual reminder of Abraham’s disbdief in
the power of God.

The infinite wisdom of God in allowing us the consegquences of our own foolish actions,
but still advancing his own, infinitely wise purposes (c.f., Rom. 8:28).

God's grace in allowing Ishmael to fall under the umbrella of Abraham’s blessing.

Abraham’ s instant obedience to God's command that his family be circumcised.

By VISITATION (18:1-15)

It appears that the events of Ch. 18 occurred very shortly after the events of Ch.17 (note the
phrase, “ by thistime next year” in 17:21 and 18:10). These strangers seem to have had a
very distinctive regal appearance.

They repeat the earlier assurance given to Abraham that he will have a son, but thistimein
the hearing of Sarah. Shetoo laughsin disbelief.

What do we learn?
Practising hospitality to strangers can bring great blessing (c.f., Heb. 13:2)
No circumstance or power on earth can thwart the purposes of God (v.14) — see also
Num.11:23.
Nothing is hidden from God' s sight — all is known (c.f., | Chron.28:9" Heb.4:13)

TAKEAWAYS
How is our relationship with the Lord? Isit silent and distant, or isit vital, close and rich?

The covenant confirmed in Ch.17 gives us the framework within which to interpret the future or 1sraa.

Do we depend utterly and completely upon Jesus Christ asthe basis of our salvation? Are we free from the suffo-
cating shackles of legalism?

Is there some “Ishmael” in our own lives — something we wish to hold on to contrary to God’ s will ?

Do we face some circumstance or situation that we feel isinsurmountable? If so, reflect upon and memorise Gen.
18:14. Look up!!!

Notes
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