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ABRAM:  RESPONDING  TO  GOD’S  COVENANTS 

Part II:  The Covenant Confirmed (Genesis 17:1 – 18:15)  

 
If you are new or visiting; a 

special warm welcome to you. 
We trust you enjoy your time 

with us. 
 

Today we will be having      com-
munion. If it is your practice to par-
ticipate in this we welcome you to 

join with us in celebrating the 
Lord’s Supper. If this is not your 

custom or if you are unsure of what 
to do please just pass the emblems 
(bread and wine) to the person next 

to you. 

 
Today  

• Speaker John Hannah 
 

Next Week 
Sunday Family Camp 
 
Thursday 13th March 

• Meeting to pray and plan for the 
outreach opportunities as dis-
cussed at the meeting last Mon-
day. All Welcome, meet at the 
Symons, 211 Ravensbourne 
Road. 

 

Crèche Roster  
• March 2nd: 

Vicki Halford, Rosie Pettigrew  
March 16 : 
Catherine Pettigrew , Ben Sy-
mons  

 

Prayer Requests 
 

John & Rachel Woodfield, Zambia, 
request prayer for John as he has 
had poor health in recent weeks with 
malaria and other infections. Please 
pray for energy and healing. 
  
Pray too for the School of Nursing 
which opens on 3 March with 30 stu-
dents commencing a 2 year course 
to be enrolled nurses. Pray for a 
smooth start, enthusiastic students 
and a positive Christian atmosphere.
 
Please continue to pray for Vivienne 
Harland, Fiji, who is still here at 
home in NZ after an injury to her 
back. Vivienne is now on half the 
pain relief she was on before, but still 
has a long way to go before she can 
return to Fiji. 
Please pray for the local staff in Fiji 
who are struggling to manage the 
three hostels. They now have 44 
deaf children. 

INTRODUCTION 
In Gen.15:1-16:15 an inviolable covenant was established with Abram – not only 
would Abram have a son, but he would be given possession of Canaan.  Abram be-
lieved God and on this basis was considered righteous.  Faith in the promises of God, 
for all time, for all peoples, has always been the basis upon which men and women 
are returned to a right relationship with God.  For those who believe, sin, past, present 
and future, is wiped out.  
 
As time passed, Abram and Sarai still had no son and heir and thus sought their own 
solution to the problem.   They arranged for Abram to father a son (Ishmael) through 
Hagar (Sarai’s maidservant).  After 13 years of silence from God, years of a house-
hold filled with bitterness, rivalry, and resentment, God reconfirms his earlier prom-
ise. 
 

By WORD (17:1-8) 
“I am God Almighty, walk before me and be blameless.  I will confirm my covenant 
between me and you and will greatly increase your numbers”.   This is the first OT 
use of the phrase “El Shaddai” -  a name that means powerful and mighty, one who is 
able to supply abundantly.  The call is to walk blamelessly (i.e., be holy) before him – 
c.f., I Pet.1:15,16.     
 

Note the four elements of the covenant that he confirms    
“You will be the father of many nations”(v.3).  His new name was to be a 

perpetual reminder of this.. 
“I will make you very fruitful; I will make nations of you and kings will come 

from you” (v.5,6) 
“I will establish my covenant as an everlasting covenant between me an you 

and your descendents for the generations to come, to be your God –
“ (v.7) 

“The whole land of Canaan, ---, I will give as an everlasting possession to 
you and your descendents after you, and I will be their God”. (v.8) 

 
By SIGN (17:9-27) 
“You are to undergo circumcision, and it will be a sign of the covenant between me 
and you.” (v.10) 
 

The practise of circumcision is here given new meaning – it was to be the physical 
mark of this covenant. 
 

Are Christian males, as spiritual descendents of Abraham, required to be circum-
cised?  No, because (a) The covenant was between God and Abraham and his physi-
cal descendents – we are not Jews, and (b) It symbolised a life that was to be lived 
under, and measured by the Mosaic law (c.f., Galatians 2:3-5; 5:1,2).  Believers in 
Jesus Christ are free from the demands of the law. 
 

v.15,16  God now promises a son Sarah.  Abraham not only laughs in disbelief, but 
then, in an act of defiance, asks that Ishmael (the fatal consequences of his own disbe-
lief), might be the one through whom the promised blessings flow.  God’s reply is an 
emphatic, “No”.’ Abraham will have a son to be called, Isaac, meaning, ‘he laughs”.  
Note how Paul, in Gal. 3 and 4, uses these events to illustrate crucial spiritual truth.   
We observe: 
 

That Abraham had periods of disbelief, weakness, and even defiance.  He sought to 
hold on to Ishmael, the product of his own disobedience.   
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Any notices for the church newsletter should be sent to Ron Jack at ron@sclsolutions.com or call 467-2024 
before Thursday night!  

The name chosen for his son (Isaac) was a perpetual reminder of Abraham’s disbelief in 
the power of God. 

The infinite wisdom of God in allowing us the consequences of our own foolish actions, 
but still advancing   his own, infinitely wise purposes (c.f., Rom. 8:28). 

God’s grace in allowing Ishmael to fall under the umbrella of Abraham’s blessing. 
Abraham’s instant obedience to God’s command that his family be circumcised. 
 

By VISITATION (18:1-15) 
It appears that the events of Ch. 18 occurred very shortly after the events of Ch.17 (note the 
phrase, “by this time next year” in 17:21 and 18:10).   These strangers seem to have had a 
very distinctive regal appearance.   
 

They repeat the earlier assurance given to Abraham that he will have a son, but this time in 
the hearing of Sarah.  She too laughs in disbelief. 
 

What do we learn? 
Practising hospitality to strangers can bring great blessing (c.f., Heb. 13:2) 
No circumstance or power on earth can thwart the purposes of God (v.14) – see also 

Num.11:23. 
Nothing is hidden from God’s sight – all is known (c.f., I Chron.28:9b; Heb.4:13) 

 

TAKEAWAYS 
How is our relationship with the Lord?  Is it silent and distant, or is it vital, close and rich? 

 
The covenant confirmed in Ch.17 gives us the framework within which to interpret the future of Israel. 
 
Do we depend utterly and completely upon Jesus Christ as the basis of our salvation?  Are we free from the suffo-
cating shackles of legalism? 
 
Is there some “Ishmael” in our own lives – something we wish to hold on to contrary to God’s will? 
 
Do we face some circumstance or situation that we feel is insurmountable?  If so, reflect upon and memorise Gen. 
18:14.  Look up!!! 

Small Groups 
 

Tuesday 
• Ladies Home Group - see  

Laura Hannah 473-7954  
 
 

• Mornington Home Group - see Jona-
than Gauntlett 453-4195  

 
 

• Central Home Group - see Steve 
Clark 479-2070  
 
 

• Brockville Home Group - see  
Geoffrey Stewart 476-7888 

   

Thursday 
• Pine Hill Home Group - see  

John Hannah 473-7954  
 

• JCF Home Group - see Gideon 
Chang 488-2118 

 

Friday 
• Friday morning Home Group - see 

Bethney Stewart 476-7888 
 
 

Prayer Groups 
 

Thursday 
• All Saints main church building from 

5:15pm 
 

Sunday 
• All Saints Hall from 8:30am  

NOTICES 

• Samuel McDowell is now living at 130 Gladstone Rd., Dalmore.  Cell: 021-216-4615. Landline 473-7583. 
 

• Pam Helm, who lives in St. Clair, needs a ride to and from church on Sundays.  If you can help, please phone Laura Hannah, 
473-7954. 

Notes 
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